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Advertiſement. 


"VN Owld 7 believe it fit toLyefor GOD, or that Truth 
\ - ,, weeded the ſervice of Falſhood, F might bave been 
tempred to imitate the Tricks and Deceiving Arts of 

the Romiſh Faftors (for in Charity, we muſt ſuppoſe ſome of 
them at leaft, to believe what they ſay to be Truth, aud that 
their Cauſe i that of GOD) and boldly have ſent this Let- 
ter abroad, as really writ by a Romaniſt: But as 7.am a 
Member of a Church, whoſe Superſtrucures, as wed as ber 
Fotindation « the pure Truth, (and one that is reſolv'd to fol- 
low Truth and Charity wherever they lead me) fo I ſhould 
think that I deſerv'd the ſevere puniſhment of being depriv'd 
of the happineſs of her Communion, if I endeavour d to ſerve 
her Intereſts by any means ſo contrary to her Nature and 
Manner of dealing with Mankind. But as 'tis no improba- 
ble ſuppoſition, that there ſhould be ſome Diſlatisfied, er 
_ Dowbring, or Inquatitive Perſon 3» the Romiſh Communion ; 
fo neither can it, I bope, be injurious or offenſive to any, openly 
to eleclare, That I who make theſe Enquiries, aw a Layman 
of the Church of England : and thar 7 make them in the 
Perſon of a Roman Catholick, uz for no other reaſon, but only 
to preſerve a better Decorum, and the more to affett the Per- 
- ſons for whoſe ſake I chiefly Publiſh this Letter. And with all 
the Chariry and Good-will, that ove Chriſtian owes to ano- 
ther, I do humbly beſeech every Roman Catholick, that be- 
hieves he has a Soul to be ſav'd, and values its Salvation a- 
bove being of this or that Party, or ſerving a Cauſe, or the 


greateſt worldly Intereſt, ſeriouſly for once, to ſuppoſe himſelf 
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this Diſſatisfied, or Doubting, or DP Pexſon, and let 
him in the Name of GOD- lay his Hand upon his Heare, 
and confider whether theſe Enquiries are not pertinent and ra« 
tional, and if they be, I beg him impartially, and as he will 
anſwer it at the Great Day, to weigh the Anſwers that may 
by his Party be return'd to them, whether he be really and 
fully ſatisfied that they are juſt and rational. T confeſs, Dif- 
fatisfied, Dabeng, and Inquiſitive Perſons, cannot be ſo 
frequent in a Church, where they are taught ſolely and blindly 
to rely upon their Paſtors and Spiritual Guides, and generally 
ſpeaking do ſo, as in a Church which gives a modeſt liberty 
of trying the Spirits, and of examining. and enquiring into 
the reaſon and trutWiof things. 'But yet for all that, my Con- 
verſation with Perſons of that Communion, 1s not ſo little, as 
to ſuffer me to believe, but that there are a great many whoſe 
©nderftandings are not ſo muffled, nor ſo far enſlav'd, bat that 
ſometimes they entertain ſerious. Thoughts, and take a free 
View of Religion, and the nature of it, and reflett with what 
artifice and fraud it is manag'd'in the Church of Rome, aud 
that they do believe, when they think ſoberly, that the Refor- 
mation # not an effet of Pride, or Folly, .or Worldly Inte- 
reſt, as their crafty deſigning Prieſts would perſwade them. 
This granted me, ſuch Perſons then may reaſonably be preſum'd 
(that if either they would give themſebves the trouble,or durſt) 
to think 'it neceſſary thus to Addreſs themſelves to the Jeſuits, 
who have afum'd to themſelves the Reputation of the beſt 
Spiritual Guides. | 


Reverend Fathers, 


IN CE tis Ay 1 by a great many, that you are the 
. }. only Oracles of Learning and Knowledge of any Or- 
der 10 our Chaxrch, it will. not be wondred at, thac T 
+ JF particularly Addreſs this Letter of Enquiry to you. Faith 
: no more then Love carr be forc'd, they are both free 
s. I am diſſatisfied, doubt, and am at a ſtand, about ma- 
ny Points in our Religion. I have a juſt reyerence for the' Ant> 
quity of our-Church, but yet I know: Error is older than ſhe, *and 
Truth than either of, them. I have no worldly Intereſt to ſerve 
by being of this or that Party or Church. But if T had, I hope 
I ſhould prefer the Happineſs of a Life that is Eternal, before 
that of a ſhort and uncertain ſtay here. For this reaſon, *cis 
poflible, I may want one. great and moving Argument, which 
at this FanFure eſpecially, many have ; for *tis not this World's 
Riches or Honours that I look after : ſo that if I-were even at 
Rome-itſelf, the great and ſplendid Allarements there, would not 
operate upon me.. No, Reverend Fathers, 'tis pure Truth and 
Holineſs which I am in ſearch, of ; for-I am ſtrongly perſwaded, 
that without the poſſeflion of theſe, it is a melt unreaſonable 
confidence far any Man to.hope to ſee GO D, who is Truth 
and Holineſs itſelf ; and therefore their Contraries muſt needs 
be odious to his D-vine Majeſty. In a word, Reverend Fathers, 
my whole Deſign here in this World is, firft to know God's Will, 
and then to obey and pleaſ& him, that through the Merits of 
my dear Saviour, I may be admitted into ſome degree of his 
Glories hereafter. Now if you can remoye my Doubts, and fas 
tisfie me by a juſt Anſwer to every Enquiry, in this my Letter, L 
ſhall rejoyce to remain where I have been born and bred. But 
if you cannot , I hope I ſhall deſpiſe the hard and unjuſt 
Thoughts and Cenſures of Men, and ſo far overcome the Power 
and Prejudices of Education and Cuſtom, as to ſearch for,” and em- 
brace Truth, in what Communion ſoever I find her, in ſpight of 
all cemptations and hinderances. Our Repreſenter ſays, That _—_ 
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Man muft work out his 0wn Salvation with fear and trembling : if 
{o, Reverend Fathers; you muſt pardon-me,-if_hereafter I rake a 

more partictitarcareof mme;-even to the forſaking-of your Com-. 
munion, in cafe I cannot meet with ſatisfaction in it, and by © 
following the clear Commands of Holy Soriprare, the Dictates of 
right Reaſon, and the alliſtancesdf the bvne# aid knowing Guides 

of another Church. Er OP ES 
ut befote I come to the main bulitiefs of tmy-Lerces, 7 gifs e 
leave, Reveratd Fathers, to acquaitit you With the ground. afftl 

occaſiori of it ; and thir Was thy readfayf the Prglifh Pranfletton 
of. the Canons and Decrees of 'rbt Chimncil of Themt, ately lf fome 
of gar {hneth »3 rg s " indeed bod then, a Lhd 
x che perfe&'ule of the Latin Tongue,” and always liviag ina 
blind 3nd ſtupid balls ad an upon the honefly and 
learning of my Guides, -I" Was 3gn6rant oF 'tharly noeeffary 
things; and thought otir CHartÞ never rad; ri6rinever could have 
* any thingin het Do#rints Worſhip and Service, either Idalatrels or 
Superſtitiozs, or that afiy of her Childreh ever was, 'or- ever 
d poſſibly be guilty of either ; or that/atiy-Errors or Abaſes 


Wo 
Sel 2s Treo vat CH 3 In rich 468, cha ing of tx 
Paſtors. Kay Teachers, Would betray their pbor 'ipniyanr Sheep into 
thoſe: dangers. Bit tiow, God be prais'd, T am otherwite -g0n- 
vinc'd, and that chiefly by reading and"conſidering thoſe very 
Decrees of Trent, together with thie Carechiſm of the Council of 
Trent, now hately alfo pdbtifſh4 th'Evp2ſr. For in many places 
of thoſe. Decrees, the Council ſhews i preat fear (and lo far cer- 
cainly *tis highly to be commended) leaft the People ſhowld run 
into Superſtition and 1dolatry. Now, 1 eoniſtder, thi if- there 
was no, danger from the Nature, of from the Uſe and Praftict of 
our Worſhip. and Service, ach a cohe&rn'ss the Comnoil 'ſhew'd, had 
been ba. below the Wifdom of 10 great a Aſſembly: So thar 
= thinking Man cannot forbear concluding, that there was. very 
great danger of the Peoples Commictinf Tdolarry and Superſtition, 
ar leaſt from the very uſe and perfortning of the hen Horfhip and 
Service, However, I would fain hope, * that tho? there are lome 
things in this Cownc?), that Took tho like e490 nd Tavlatry ; 
yet, , becauſe we mantle i for fo Wiſe 4nd Holy, tharit has in 
Truch Defin'd and Decreed _ that 16 mach 43 minifters 


or Epps © thoſe grievous Sins. For fince it was ith the Comm 
cls Power, not only: to have 1Rtally Fellreſd all Abaſes and 
| Cor- 
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re yet an inftance or two, of this Counti#'s ſeeming Cate tokegp 
from SuperſFition and Idolatry 5 and which allo: firft-lec in 
ſome light to my dark and ignorant mind.” -., 022 L550 
© Tt the 22 Seſſion , andthe Decree concerning the Cel bration of 
© the Map, the Biſhops are order'd, totake careroprahibit and r6- 
©'move thoſe things which Swperfition ( the falle Imitacreſs of 
© true Piety') or Covetouſneff hath introduced ; and ſpeak againſt 
© the Servitude, I ſuppoſe, that is, 'the' #orfhip of Idols : And alſo 
© it is there commanded, that a certain number of certain Maſ- 
© {es and Candies, which was rather inverted: by a 7Spparticions 
© Worſhip, than by rae Religion, ſhould betaken away. And 
© again, inthe 25 Seſſion, and the Decree concerning Parggtory,' the 
© Biſhops are commanded not to ſuffer any thing, but to prohi- 
_ © bit every ny which zend; to Superſtition, Ang in;her Decree 
© coricerning the Invocation of Saiuts, 8c. ſhe carnefily defices thac 
© all Swperfition in the Invacation of Saints, Warſwpping of Re- 
© licks, and in the Holy 'Ulſe'of Images, tnay be taken away. 
© And laft of all, in the Continuation of her 2 5 Seſſion, the ſpeaks 
© againſt Superſtition and Ignorance. ad 03 048 | 
| how Reverend Fathers, finding this wonderful General Gouncil 
to ſpeak fo plainly againſt theſe Crimes of Superſtition 35d idolatry, 
and alſo againſt Ignorance, and obſerving it: :{o much cangernd 
for the People, and to give ſuch great So and charge to 
the Biſhops about them, and our Adverſaries continually taxi 
' us with theſe Sins, you cannot ſurely blame me, orbethe 
offended, that I take the-beſt way: I-can deviſe, inotanty ro 
pions my ſelf from chem, ''but-alſo ochers in our Clinreh;s who 
doubt, may 4s much want information. aid help in theſe mat- 
ters.. And this indeed is-one- reaſon, why 1 Er .t0 en- 
guire of you in this publick manner, thay m a private We. -o 
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Pray Reverend Fathers, . 


I conſider; that that Love is not Chriſtian, which is. confin'd. to 


one's ſelf, its Nature being communicative.  \And; ſince Charity 
to-our Neighbours an indifpentible. Duty, How can.it be berter 


# 
£ 


HF WOOL S #183 # | $4.4 
Pardon, Reverend: Fathers, this neceflary Account of that 
-which'gave birth to my Letrer. And becauſe ic will conſiſt of 

things differenc in their nature, permit. me, for the_more clear 
and orderly:proceeding and greater ſatisfaction, to divide it in- 

to ſeveral Settions, as well as Queries. (And take ic not ill,, that 
I propoſe to ye-the Difficulties I labour under, with that. free- 
dom and © , which only becomes a pure lover and ſearcher 
of _—_ __ o_ conſiders _— _ HO < and his own 
Soul concern'd in the. Enquiry. umbly beg you -to give 
2a diref?, full, and clear Ankons to every Enquiry, ineach Settvor ; 
or a good reaſon why you cannot, or will not. +1 


SECTION IL. 


 Queel VA Hit might be the reaſon, Reverend Barber, why 


| the Council of Trex did not define and deſcribe 
Idolatry and Superſtition, eſpecially when it ſookten mentions theſe 
Crimes, and cautions People againſt them 5 does not this pro- 
ceeding make a thinking Man apt to believe, that they were 


conſcious, thatthe then Prafce, and Worſhip, and Dofrines, were 


my inthatkind, and ſo were afraid of having them diſcover'd 
by ſach an honeſt dealing ; but yet were willing to appear to 
condemn them in -general terms; for even at that time, was it 
_ too groſs to have declar'd for down-right Idolatry, or Super- 
- | Qwere TL.+ Whar' might thoſe things be , which the Council 
in the 22 Seflion orders: Biſhops to take care to prohibit and remove, 
and which it obſerv'd; were imroduc'd: by Superſtition and Cove- 
rajee ? But had it not lookt more honeſt, and more becoming 
>hriftian Biſhops, [to have told what theſe things were 2? 
Quers TH... What !was | that Servitude or Worlhip of  1dol: it 


ſpeaks againſt in the: ſame Seffion, in the Decree concerning the = 


Things to. be obſery/d. and eſchew'd in | the Celebration of the Maſi ? 
Did the Prieſt or the People Worſhip Idols when Maſs was ſaid ? 
declare the: truth. to me- in this matter, 


my 


"ey - 


my ind & oh perplex'd about it-'! Fari I'ind our. preſenit 

| ty quintan, chat our DoQvine/and Worſhip is is now 
the: eau at-it was at*the time. of the Feroaar yr — 
and at that time the ſame: Mak, and tal Go fo 

F eremble as often as] goeALaG, and. ſhall /Ui1 aber 

ter ſarisfied herein ?- 

-Quere TV: What was chat certain Nomber of Moſes anfCu- 
ws tmend in the ſame Decree: ld ſays was rather in- 
ven a itions \ p itfue. Religion 3 \Are 
. eons Torn Ju ts Colnnand caken.xway'?:! 7 dies 

and where were they ye em oY SM 647 hoc 
- wy wh does the the ip in IT: Decree c 
Purgatory, by/-commanding t s not to ſuffer in <cbewr bat 
to abebi every” thing (9 Hae wg "4 bro 
yu rg ir, ohich fl time- "Kh pee we Pits 
tf the People#PraRtios and 'Wotſhip;/irr Priyiug far | # Dezd;cor 
he Souls in Pwrgarovy2' and it taken away? and have we no- 
thing yet rematning-'and in'v among-us,” and. in our protein 
Practice, chat is either Saper/tirioms Or tends to it ?/ 
Querk VL What was that'$ 5 HO in the Invocation of Saints, 
ippmng. of 'Relicks, and inthe Holy Uſe of Images," which-the 
| OviinciIin 55, {6 earneſtly: define might bs taken"away!? 
- And that SuperMitiontaken'away ? -' Can none of our Commu- 
"nien be guilty of this Sitz now'2/"Þ there now -no danger for'ns 
In theſe matters'?- What aſſhrance can you, RIES Eetbers, 
give 02 77 301 MOj 301 
-QueteVWIE- Babs Revierthd' Faris ; tf thete was 108 +aibota 
' the very Nature of the Service and Worſhip ther in juſe in oor 
Chntches,- why did that wiſe Council, ſhew fuch a needleſs con- 
cern and fear. But if there: wits danger, and the: Council lays 
there was," why-did it not declere plainly and openly,” wherein 
particularly 'the 'dahgeflay'? © Doubtles'the Council knew: it, 
and ſince it has not told is particularly whereing and ini whar 
manner the danger of Sapir/itjow lay,” How i ic poſſible for any 
Man to acquiit the. Council from Hypocriſie and Deceit towards poor 
| ignorant you, 'which'ir s and was certainly bound to 
' take Siteof © ? LoWAs AHN Conmil*carciof Sbuls appear, fince 
the” People are now*as mitich in the dark -aboiit+ the! 'of 
SuperPith 'thd Idolarry, and wherein the danger” liesin\{he Iwoe- 
_carion of a and Worſhipping WP: ape Images, and Prayers . 


or 


perffitions: 
and. 
time of the 


Tradition, and ever continuing | 
Worſhip from Father to Son, ſince ous. Saviour's and his Apo- 

ſtles-time ?.- Is not this a terrible inftance to our Adverſaries of 
our Innovations and Corruptions-? And beyond all Reply, does 
it not juſtifie all their Complaints and Outcries againſt us for 


theſe ng | | | of 
Quere IX. In the ſame Decree concerning the Celebration of the 
Mef,, the Council of Tre: complains to this effe&, That there 
were ſeyeral Innovations, Errors, and Corruptions op. the by the 
- Vice of Times, or carekſneſi and diſhoneſty of ' Men about the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs. Now I humbly deſire to know of you, op lag 
| | Fathers, 


tisfaQtion to name it? B 2 © Quere XL. 


Patrons of Oral Tradition, and tho Maintainers of « erpetus}, and i 
aſſert, That it is abſdlutely impoſlible for 4 


knowledge to have chme in? And why the Vice of Times, or the 
careleſneſi and diſhonefty of Men, may not be allow'd of, for a good 
general account, how Abuſes and Corruptions might creep into 
Religion, from the Proteftants, as well 'as from the Fathers of the 
Council of Trent, 'I humbly defire to know of you ? 

Quere X. Whether the generality of Mankind is not naturall 


inclin'd to Superſtition and Idelatry ? And whether from theſe «<4 
paſſages of the Council of Trenze which I have quoted, it does 53 
not-appear, that the bent and inclination of the People of: or 4 
Communion, was at that time extreamly towards Superſtition 
and Idolatry ? And whether the Fathers of that Council have well 
and honeſtly taken care to ſecure the People from falling into 
theſe Sins by their. Decrees and Canons, about Worſhipping the 
Ho#t, Angels, and Saints, with their Images and Relicks? And 
whether in human probability the noc enjoyning thele things, 
but direc prohibiting of them, had not been a more likely and 
a mare honeſt way, not only to draw the People off from their 
then preſent Swperſtitious and Idolatrous Inclinations and Practice, 
but. alſo to preſerve. them *from all future danger and guilt of 
Superſtition and Idolatry ? And whether there could have been in- 
vented by the ſabtilty of the Devil, "any thing (except returning 
to -down-right Paganiſm) more effecually to draw and berray 
Mankind into thele Sins of Superſtition. and Idolatry ; and if there 4 
could, I deſire you, Reverend Father:, for ming and others ſa- i 


advantage of our Church ; ſince 7 ſo manifeſt; thaceven the Fa- 
thers of the Council. of Trent Were ſenſible* and confeſt, thac 
there were then Superſtitiom and IdolatraggPraGtices in our Church, 
and. chat,che 'Members. of it mighe veleaſily, and withour ex- 
traordinary care of the Biſhops and Paſtors,” fall into" SiuperPition 
abs. PPS REL Oh CAtRoCI a 

. Quere XIL Pray, Reverend Fathers bats: Original Treatiſe, 
Book of Dire&ions, or Sermon, is there Tet out by our Church 
Ce bow our People from 1delatry: and Superſtition ? Some ſuch 
ching {cems to me to be extream nectfiary. after whit the Fathers 
of the Council of. Trent. have ſaid of the danger of the Peoples 
falling- inco cheſe Sins , by their uſe of our: Service and Wor- 


ſhip ?, Unteſs you can give ſome good reaſon, why-the People of 
Communion in bs Age, are wiſer then in the Age of the 


OUT... 

+ Quere.XILE. But to.conclude this Section, I humbly-enquire of - 

you, Reverend Fathers, What is the true Definition' of 1dolarry 

and Superſtition ? Pray. give me ſuch an one of each diftinetly- _ 
abi 


and ſeverally, as youll abide by, and anſwer to our Learned Ad- 
verlaries,' and be content that all our Do&#rines and Worſhip and 
Prattice ſhall be try'd by. Allo ſuch an one as is exa&ly agree- 
able to the Holy. Scriptures -and Definitions of ' the Fathers and 
Dotars of the Ancient Church, For I conſider, that the nature 
of Idolatry and Saperſtition is the ſame now as'it was then.* Be 
pleas'd likewiſe, to let your Definition be ſo full,.clear, and cer- 
tain, as may. infallibly ( which ſure T may requeſt from the 
Prieſts. of -an Infallible Church ), guide and diret me, in my 
Thoughts, Worſbip, and Adoration of - the Holy Sacrament, or Hof, 
and of the Anpels and Saints, and of the Croſs and Relicks, that fo T 
may be fafe trom all danger of committing or falling into theſe 
grievous Sins, or any. degree of them. For I infinitely wo to 
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+ SOT” | To ] Yo 
have 4 right Notion of GOD and his Worſhip, -and would - 
not- offend and: affront him, while I think I am-pleaſing and 
doingyhi l . im honour. , | . 


—_ 


SEC Þ,.:1þ 


Quere I. T HE Cat iſm of the Conngitel Trent, now late-. 
. » © ly Publiſhdin Eng4f, p. 344, ſays, That there. is | 


an Honour which is due 10 GOD aline, aud 4 not to be given to an 


Angel: and p. 464, there is a great Charge given, That what 


proper 50 GOD, be not given #6" any beſides him. Now to me it, 
ſeems not a little ſtrange, "that in {o weighty a matter, and. 
wherein -boch GOD and Mankind is ſo much _concerr'd; that 
neitherche Council of Trens;'nor this Catechiſm, : when they had 


_ fo fair occaſions, ſhould not I ſay, freely and plainly cell whar 


that Honor and Worſhip is, which is proper and due ro GOD «- 
lone, and wherein it conſiſts, and by what itis ſignified and ex- 
preſsd.: This omiffion is' apt to create no - very'; hanourable - 


: thoughts eirher of the Careebiſm, or Council + (but ſince neither the - 


Fathers of the Council,” nor the Compoſers: of ' the Catechi/av, 
thoughe convenient to do- ſo juſt and honeſt a piece of Service 
to the Chriſtian World; ſuffer me here, Reverend Fathers, hum: - 
bly to enquire of you, What is that Honour and Worſhip which s 
prope ard due to God only ? Wherein does icconfiſt?: And by what 
Words and Ads & it fignified and expreſ&d 2? - | | | 
 QwereIT. How, and inwhat, does that Religious Forſhip which 
by our Church we are commanded, and which we do give to . 
the Angels and Saints, and particularly to: the B. Virgin, ditter 


| from that Worſhip which is proper to GO D. alone? 


 "Quere IT. How, and in-what, does:that Honour,” Worſhip, or 
Veneration, Which we give to Angels and Saifts, and particularly 

to the B. Virgin, differ from = Honour, Refpe&, or Reverence 
we pay -to Kings and Princes, and good Menupon Earth ? By what 

Words, Ads, or Signs do you diſtinguiſh ths from that ? 

Qwere IV. Whether the ground” and reaſon of 'our Worſhip of 
GOD, be not his Divine; his Infinite, and Incommunicable 
Attributes and Perfe&ions, ſuch as his Omnipotence, his Om- 
niſcience, and Omnipreſence, &c. BLs | 

Quere V. Whether Prayer; or Religions Invocation, has REING | 

| Hs always 
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always lookt on'as, and is not, an. effemoa] part of that Worſhip 
| which. due to GOD alone? Infomuch, that Prayer is uſually 

put for the whole ; and the publick Place of . GO D's: Werſhi 
irom hence, is by G OD himſelf in Scripture, call'd, The Houſe 
of Prayer ? ot iy 
Quere VI. If Religious Worſhip is due only to GOD, and that 
upon the account c . his I»finite and Incommunicable Perfettions, are 
not all' Kinds and Degrees alſo of Religious Worſhip, for the ſame 
reaſon, peculiar 'and due to GOD lone; unlels there be ſome 
ther Being beſides-GO D, who has thoſe Infinice Attributes and 
erfeftions ? - But if all Kinds and Degrees of Religious Worſhip 
.be not due to GOD alone, I conſider that our Saviow*s Anſwer 
to the Devil; in the 4 Chapter, and 10 Ver/e of St. Matthew, had 
been very imperfect. ' For when che Devil would have been a- 
| dored by him, to what purpoſe was that Anſwer of -the Holy 
Feſus, It ts writteng. the Lord thy God ſbalt thou adore, "and bim only 
ſhalt thou ſerve : unle(s our B. Saviour had intended by it, and by 
| uſingof thoſe two words, adore and ſerve, (which I am told in 
the Original Greek, ſignific - and comprehend the: meaneſt and 
loweſt, as well as the higheſt kind and degree of Honour and 
Service) toinclude and appropriate all-manner, parts, and degrees 
of Religious Weeſs coGOD? For who can imagine but chat 
the Devil would have been content and very glad if our Sayiour 
would but have ——_ him in any kind, and wich*the molt 

inferionr degree of Worthip ? | y 

Quere VII. But beſides, Reverend Fathers, I farther enquire 'of 
you, that if our Bleſſed Saviour had not by this Anſwer of. his. 
to the Devil, allo intended to exclude all the Worſhip of good as 
well as bad Spirits, whether *cis not rational to think he would 
have an{wer'd the Devil.thus, The Lord thy God, and good Spirits 
ſhalt thou adore, and them only ſhalt thou ſerve ? And whether our 
Saviour's not mentioning -of good Spirits, either Angels or Saints, 
or the B. Virgin, but on the contrary confining Religions Worſhip 
and Service to GOD Oz, is not an unan{werable Objeion 
and Argument againſt our Worſhipping of Saints and Angels roge- 
ther with GO D, and fo makes us guilty of-1dolatry ? For till you 
oblige me with a perfe&t Defmition of Idolatry, and convince me 
of an Error, at preſent, I humbly conceive 14olatry does not con- 
- fiſt meerly in forſaking the Worſhip of the Supreme G OD, bur 
alſo in Worſhipping any Being 'or thing elſe, together with the 
| SU-. 
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Supreme. GO-D, or while we continue.to. Worſhip the. Supreme 
GO-D. . But if what I have now diſcoursd from.this Anlwer 
of 'our Saviour, be not the true meaning, I beg yaa then, to 
give me the crue ſence of it, and prove your Interpretation by 
Vancentine. Lirinenſ2s Rule. | x Ls deat 

Qiere VII 16 you ſay, as-I hope for the Honour of GOD, 


and the Love of 77w:b.you will, that. all kinds, parts, and de- 
grees of  Religiows Worſhip are due only ro GOD, = {he or or 


Religious Invocation is-2 part. of that Worſhip; then, Rewerend Fa 
br bag I. enguire of yqu, Whether *cis 5, at We. Ca- 
 cholicks in our Religious Irvocarion of, and Praying to the Saints 
and: Angels, are highly. guilty of 12olatry,. ſince the molt excel- 
lent $4; qr-Angel, or even the. B. Virgen herſelf, is but a Crea- 
ture, and we. give part of that Honour to'it, which is due to 
GOD who created. that Angel or Saint ? And do: not we like- 
wiſe in Invocating and Praying to the Saints and Angels, attribute 
to'them at leaſt, Ommiſcience or Ommipreſence, or elle what ſuperla- 
tive Nonſence is it to air rg chem at all? What ſhall we an- 
ſer to GO D, ' for thus robbing him of thoſe Perfe&ions peculiar to 
bis infinite Eſſence ? And what will it avail us at the Great. Day, to 
os Lord we gave but an i at degree of Religions Warſhip to ſome 


of thy Creatures which we believ'd more excellent than. others, and thy 
dear Friends : when at the ſame time the Angry and Fealow GO D. 
ſhall tell us, That he had-plainly reveal'd to us, that every part 
and degree of Religious Worſhip was due only to bim, and that Prayer 
was a- principal part of that Worſhip that was peculiar to him? I 
ſay, Reverend Fathers, what will become of. us, when-we ſhall 
be chargd with giving part of that Honour and. Worſhip, tho' 
never ſo inferiour, and for G O D's ſake too, to the Creatures, which 
was only due co GOD the Creator? This is a matter of vaſt 
conſequence, and therefore I humbly and earneftly beg you to 
give me a full Anſwer, for my Mind and. Conſcience is ex- 
treamly perplex'd about it. I have a great reſpect for the Au- 
tbority of our Church, but I muſt needs teK you Reverend Fathers, 
that I begin to have a far greater, regard to the Authority of 
GOD. | 
Quere IX. But Reverend Fathers, I mult trouble. you with 
more Enquiries into this Afﬀair, for I look. upont to be of far 
greater concern tian the generality of our People do. To deal 
treely wich you, till I am. much better ſatisfied about Lo wa; 
, | . TUINGIS; 
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*fulneG" of it, 'T ſhall forbear cm_ any Prayers Cicher Vocal 
.or Mental, to the greateſt and moſt glorious Saint -or Angel in 
\Heaven,-or evento the B: Virgin herſelf s for doubles, as flight 
as we-tmake of the rater; yet'a+1ghr-Obje? of Worſhip is of infi- 

* nite concern, and I am- now fully -convine'd;" not only, thac 
this Article of Invocation; &c. is otic of the' molt effencial it Re- 
| ligion, bur alſo that no Teſs then our Erernal Salvation or Damna- 

- | _ on't ; and therefore ler-no man think ſtrange that I 
| ſhould Geaſe Droocating Samiys; ENS with awple facifaction 
, tomy Doubts arid Scruples” ForT haveTarnt oFSE/Poul, Thar 
all that # not of faiths fm." And'of another Spritual Guide, That 

when a man's mind #'in doubt; the ſafer part « t0'be' choſen : and'in 
Religions Doubts, that which” is 'moſt for the Honour of "GOD ; 

which at prefenc, 1: wu yen, praying to; and" < ne 

-uport him lone is: ** Butt enquire, /Reveren4 Fathers, Wheth 

any Creature tho* never '{o excellent,' whether it be Aygel ot 
Samt, or even the' B. Virgin herſelf, has any natural and- inhe- 

rent Right, to any Kind or degree of Religions Worſhip 7 If it has, 
| T defire you ta make it out; If ir has not, ther [' enquire) Whe:. 
ther to juftifie a Priftice of ſuch vaſt moment, we-are not 

Eound tohew anexpreſs poſitive Law 'of GOD ?. Ant if there 
be fach an expreſs Divme Command, I beſeech' you” Reverend 

Fathers, for mine, and the quiet of other mens Conſtienices in 

this weighty matrer, co produce it. But if yorf can neicher ſhew 

thar che moſt excellent Creature imaginable, has a'nataral. Rigby, 

nor an expreſs Command from GOD, for any kind or patt of Re- 

ligious Worthip, then IT further ask,” How can our' Eharchiin 
commanding, and we in giving Religious Worſhip 'to Saints ane 
Angels, be acquitted from groſs Idolatry ? And how' can'the 
Proteffants be guilty of the leaſt Sin, for refuſmg,” and not doing 

an Aion for Which" there is neither a Law of GOD 'or' Na- 

fyre ? Bur T furthet enquire Reverend Fathers, and' ſuppoſing the 
Proteſtants are miſtaken, and are over nice and curious in refu- 

ſing to give any Divine Worſtip to Angels and excellent Saints, &c. 
Whether-chey are not ina much more mnocent and pardonable 

candition, than we of the Church of Rome, fince they do not 

give that' Religious Worſhip rothe Angels and'Saints, which inno- 

cently they might have done, hut were tiot'btund to it by any 
Law of GOD, and refus'd co'do it, not ont of any conremipe- 
"= or diſreſpet x0 thoſe excelnt” Spirirs, but purely ae 'n 
ES | | mighty 
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of theſe two "ihe of in eng hoy. =p nj ery | 
refusd, as not rbezrs, but GO D's due only? 
W ck gays a els were' willing to have 
receiv'd, "Was It | Reigiov ? "And whatever Honour it 
hwy you. prove from Sor zre, that the ſame kind and de- 
anour is due to'the Saints alſo? And is the fame Ho- 
nour, any be kinds eng degrees, which'is dne to Angels and yall, 
due t FS lget and Beers Term fo —_ his Catech/» 
; But'to deal freely, 'the Pon nel 
CoA Book, about fo imporcant a mat- 
ter, does arg an ae x appeal to you, Reverend Fathers, Whe- 
- ther it had not really been more'fair and honeſt, incelligible, | 
apd inftruire, when the Authors of this Catechiſm were treat- 
ing of honouring GO D, the Ang?lr,” &c. plainly to have'told us, 
ba. kind and egree of Honour was proper and due to GOD, 
ben ea &s and Saints, and what to our Parents, Elders, 
wAE by what Words and Adts fuch Honour is to be 
Ok ' But- fiance they have not, I humbly beg ir 'of you, 
T reaaive. your Information, I ſhall conclude, that we 
are. only to.pa wy ſuch; » Honour to Aug and Saints, as we do 
to our Parents,0C 4 I think we call Civil, and not Religious 
Honour, which I ole pb in Love, ReſpeR, &'c. Bat was 
it ever heard-that any body here in Eapine, for example, and 
nes, ever put up format and fo Prayer, either. Vocal 
or, Mental, inthe Church, or in their Cloſer;, to their Parents, 
&c. which might be in China, of Virginia, or but in France. 1 
ſhall therefore, henceforward, pay a grea eat degree of Love and] 
Relpot for the B. Angels and Saints, but I ſhall forbear Relig 
to Inwvoke, or ITE to them: 1. Becauſe they are but my 

Flew: Crearures. 2. Becauſe *tis much more abſurd and 
ages 1 to ca rg mon 5 hoes, then'to call upon my Parents in 
a far Country, becauſe their diſtance from me is ſuppo&'d to be 
incomparably greater,. and that I have i no more aflurance that 
they hear me,. than I have that my Parents hear me;. and ſo my 
Prayers are &qua Yy vg and impertinent. 

Gabe XL, y Ars, Fathers, Does not that place of the 
Prophet Feta - '6F. wer. 2. O thou that heareft prayer, unto 
thee Jhall aki fleſh come : and that other Text in the ro Chapter ol 
Rom.-v..14. How then ſhall they invoocate, in whom they bave not 


e's: very plainly prove theſe things ; ' x. That on a 
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GOP can hear aur Prayers. And, 2. For that very reaſon 
alll Mankind is directed co, offer up their Prayers to him-alone. 
3. That we canner, nor ought not. to-invocate, or.pray toany 
Beivg, but; what we Believe im? . And do wetile.ta ay, that we 

y, I believe 


GOD, .&c. But who ſays, that knows what he ſays, I Rekeve in 
the drch- Angel $t, Michael, or I Believe in St. Peter, or I Believe 
in the Virgin Mary ? If then we do not Believe in, 5. e. pur qur 
hope, truſt, and confidence in the Virgin Mary, of any ether 
Saints which are but Creatures, as. we do Believe in GO-D' the Crea- 
zor, why ſhould: we invocate and pray unto them'? What Sacri. 
ledge as well as Folly is this 2 -But Reverend Fathers, if this be 
not the true. meaning of theſe two Texts, I himbly enquire of 
you, what is the Infgliþle Sence of them,; and. how I may be is 
fallibly. certait-that what ya ſay is the Sence, is indeed fo?” ©" 


*. Quere XU But Reverend Facherc, T ara not ignorant ehar forne 
' of our Church argue that we ought to. pray to Saints and Angels, 


becauſe they pray far. us.. Now notto diſpute with yau about this 
conſequence, letme anly humbly ask you, Whether the Fews under 
the: Law, either.in their yublick-or private Worſhip .pray'd to 
the Angck 2 Surely-the . were in Heaven before as well 
as ſince cthe:coming of our Sewer, and pray'd for Mankind too, 
and' yet.if-you. cannot praye. that the Fes pray'd to, and invo- 
puma? rs Me as we now. do. them, and the Bleifed Saints ; T be- 
ſeech you,: haw:does irfollow,: that becauſe, Angels and Saints 
pray-for-us ineng that therefore we are.to pray ro them 2” Bpt inf 
good carneſt; Reverend, Fathers, 1s not the true geſtion int this 
matter, not whether. thoſe. Bleſſed Spirits pray for as, but whe- 
ther we'are ta-Pray. io thewm.? Now we ay, that they. are to be 
pray'd unto, but can we prove it, either rom any Principles of 
Natural. Reafon, or any poſitive Diving Law of GOD? The 
Proteſtants ſay, they. are, not to be pray'd unto, and think they 
fafficiently: prove what they ſay, when they produce. not onl 
an- exprefſ{ Law of GO D delivecd by Moſes to the Fews, whic 
forbids-any other Being tobe Worthipp'd but the- Supreme GO D; 
buc: alfo. our Saview's Anſwer to. the Devil, That GOD only x 
to be adored, or worſhipp'd, aud ſeryd +. as allo from-other places of 
Holy Scripture, that/Prajer-is: at eflencial part-of that Worſhip 
which is pecaliar ro GO D.. So that, Reverend Fathers, if we can- 
not prove ſome of theſe things folowing, have not the mo 
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/ants infinitly the better of us in this weighty matter? either 
. Te. That G 0 D pave no ſuch Law to the ; He or, 2. "That he 
has Repeal'd it; of, 3- That our S#viour when herold the De- 
dl, char. GOD ou? ws 4s be erp; yr ho mea cha 
Goed Spirits, but not £44}, were likewife to be Worſhipp'd toge- 
ther with GOD ? . So that T humbly ask, What ſignifies-co any 
rational Man, that Argument of the Council of Trent, viz. That 
it # ggod and profitable humbly to pray to the Samts, unle(s we can 
ſhew. plainly, chat GOD Kar Corbniatided ie? Ithe Authoricy 
of-a Cauncil, tho” never fo Gmeral, ſufficient to repeal an expreſs 
Law of 'GOD, - Which ſays, GOD only # to be Worſhippid, . . 
Quere, X HI. Beſides, Reverend. Fathers, T obſerve, that when 
' the Authors of the Carechiſm of the Council of Trent, p. 464. go- 
about to, prays. bo is to be pray'd to, ' and that GOD. 15-to be 
pray'd to, they do it not only by Scripture, viz." Pſal. 49. 15. Call 
upon, me is the day of tribulation, but affirm; - That rhe very Light 
of Nature implanted in the Sous of Men, teaches it. But in the ve- 
TY FRE EN, when they come to treat'of Praying to Samts, 
they only ſay, 7 fly ro rhe Aſſiſtance of the Saints that are in Hea-) 
ven, to. whom alſo that Prayers are to be made, has beew held: ſo cer-: 
tam in the Church of GOD, that to pions "Men there can ariſe nq- 


doubt. Now. Reverend Fathers, T hambly enquire Eye, that if 
either in this place, or in the 344 p. where they. alſo treated of 


this matter, they,could have produced any direc proofs, either. 
from, Scripture or the Light of Natare, is it imaginable that they 
ll have omitted them here, and have contented themſelves 
with.only ſaying, That Prayers to Saints. has been beld ſo certain in 
the Church of GOD, that to pious. Men there can be no doubt? And 
whether this ample proof of theirs for Prayer to GOD, and their 
20 proof for Prayer to Saints, is nota loud cofifeſlion of our Church, 
that. we cannot prove Iucation of Saints lawful : eſpecially too, 
when a Man conſiders, that the*very beſt proof and argument 
the great Council of Trent was able to produce was only this, That 
#4 good and profitable : butnot a word that itis either command- 
ed by GOD, or diQated tous by the Light of Nature. Will not 
any. man that believes it to be of vaſt moment, to have a righe 
Object of Worſhip, conſider theſe things ?. oy 

were XIV. When' our B. Lord ſet us a pattern how to Pray, 
he directs us only to ſay, Our Father, &c.- and to preſent our. Pe- 


titions to GOD alone, Now if Chrif# would have had, us pray 
| | | co 
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to Saints and Angels alſo, T'humbly enquire of you, Reverend Fa- 
thers, Whether ſo mean a thought can enter into any ſober Man's 
Head, asto think, that our B. Saviour would have conceal'd, or 
omitted Thar, or any thing elle, in ſo important a matter as 
Prayer, Which either had been our Duty , or had been but good 
and profitable to us in our way to Heaven ? And whether our 
Lord's not having done. this, 4. e.. not advis'd us to pray to 
\ Saints and. Angels, as well asto GOD, is not a good negative Ar- 
gument agaifſt our PraGice ? , 

Laere XV. FartherI enquire of you, Reverend Fathers, Whe- 
ther GOD intended by the coming of Chri#t to root Idolatry out 
of the World.? If he did, as I hope you'll ſay he did, Whether 
'tis poſlible for. a #ational Man to. think, that 'as one effett ual 
means to that end, our Saviour ever deſign'd to ſet up the Religi- 
ous Worſhip of Saints and Angels, and praying before Images and Pi- 
Fures? Can, I ſay, a rational man be of fo extravagant Faith, as 
to: believe that the Bleſſed Feſus, who came to deſtroy all Crea- 
zure-Worſhip, then ſo much pradtis'd inthe Heathen World, inten- 
ded to ſet up a new kind of Creature and Image-Warſhip, only re- 
Rifying Mens Notions and Opinions about it, and changing 
their Country Gods into Heavenly Saints and Angels, and the B. Vir- 
gin , and giving new Names to their Statues and Images? If a 
man, I ſay, can'once bring himſelf to. believe that our Saviour 
intended by this means to cure mens inclinations towards [dolatry, 
I deſire to know of. you, Reverend Fathers, what can come amils 
to ſuch a Man's Faith 2? | 

Quere XVI. Again, Reverend Fathers, I read in the 344. p. of 
our Trent Catechiſm, that the Holy Spirit ſays, Honour and Glory 
be ro GOD only. But pray then, How comes it to paſs, that 
many of our Autbors of Devotion (and particularly a late one, that 
has ſer forth the Contemplations.on. the Lift and Glory of Holy Ma- 
ry, &c. ) ſay, Glory be to Feſws and Mary? Methinks, Reverend 
Fathers, this joyning the Bleſſed Virgin with the Holy Feſ#s and 
Saviour of the World, and giving her equal Praiſe, Honour, and 
Glory, with G OD, at beſt, looks a lictle diſobedient to the Ho- 
by Spirit, and is very undecent. But if Glory, &c. be due ro GO D 
only, as you own the Holy Spirit itlelf ſays, What bold blaſphemous 
Wretches are we then to give it to a Creature ? And this Author, 
I abſerve, makes no difference between Fe/as and Mary, in his 


giving Honour and Glory, muſt not any, one conclude then, that 
the. 


3 $3 | 

the fame Honour and Gly is giver:to Mary as to Feſw ? The: 
horrour of which makes me tremble. Ec; Ons | 
Quere X'VIE. Bur farther I enquire of you, Reverend: Father;, 
Whether Religions Praiſe, as well as Prayer, is not atr eſſential part 
of the Worſhip of GOD ? And whether by it we poor Creatares, 
do not pay that Homage which is proper and due to. the- Diwine 
Majefty only ? And whether this Hymn. of Glory be, &c. has not 
from the very firſt Ages, always been us'd as a prealiar Form of 
giving Praiſe, Honour, and Glory to GOD, and.the: Holy Trinity ? 
And if fo, Whether by our ſaying, Glory be/ro: Feſus and. Mury, 
we do not equally Worſhip Her with Feſus ? Give equal Glory, and 
Honour, and Praiſe to a Creature, as to GO D the Almighty Creator, 
and one of the Perſons of the B. Trinity ? And whether this is 

not both downright Sacriledge and Idolarry ? . © © 
Quere XVHIE But Reverend Fathers,. upon a Friend of mine, 
(wich whom I often confer about theſfe' matters, and who is- as 
munch diſffatisfied as myſelf) I ſay, upon his Engliſhing to me 
this Verficle, in the Office for the Feſtival of St. Mar. ad Nives, viz. 
Make me worthy to praiſe thee, O Holy Virgin ; and alſo outf the 
ſame Office, this Prayer or Leſſon, which 1s {aid upon the Second 
Day of the Oave of the Nativity of the B. Virgin, viz. © O- B. Mary, 
© who can ſufficiently give thee Praiſe and Thanks, who by thy 
* ſingular aſſent, didft fuccour the World when it was undone 2? 
© What Praiſes ſufficient can frail Mankind pay unte thee, who 
© hasfound a way of recovery only by thy commerce with G O:D-? 
© We therefore pray thee receive our Thankegivings, how mean 
© ſoever they be, and unequal to:thy Merits. Liay, Lyer far- 
ther enquire of you, Whether Religions Praiſe has not always 
been counted the Sacrifice of a Chriſtian 2 And if 
* Expoſition, Sacrifice, which the Biſhop of Meaux acknowledges 
Seft. 3. p-4 to be a '* principal. part of that interiour- Adoration 
- which is dhe to .GOPD, and caynot be. offer'd ty any © 
but to bim, becauſe by it we make @ publick- Acknowledgment, and 
@ ſolemn Proteſt ation of GO D's Soveraignty, and. our abſolute. depen- 
dance. Flow can we, without being guilty of Blaſpbemy and 1. 
dolatry, by this Prayer, and that Hymn before. mencion'd,, wiz. 
Glory be to, &c. (which by all other Chriſtians ar leaft, except us, 
was ever usd as a peculiar and © acres Form-of Praiſmg GOD 
and the Holy Trinity). offer up' this Sacrifice of Praiſe, &c.: to the 

Virgin Mary, who 1s confefledly but a Creature ? 

| But 
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But beſides, Reverend Fathers, Pray, How comes it to paſs 
that in this Prayer we attribute to the Virgin Mary, the finding 
out the Recovery of loft Mankind? T profes, I _— 
that we Chriſtians atleaft, made the Holy Trinzy the {ole Contri- 
wer of the Redemption and Salvation of Mankind. Is not fo 
mighty a Work a little too big for a Creature to devile ? 


"SECT mt 


Quere I. Everend Fathers, as T am exceflively difatisfF'd in 

| my Confcience about this Invocation of the Virgin 
Mary, and other Saints ; fo T cannot leave off making larger En- 
quiries into the matter 5 my next therefore ſhall be, Whether 


we Cathdlicks do not exceed the Bounds and Rules which the'Ca- 


tecbiſm of the Council of Trexr and other Books ſt out, or al- 
low'd by our Church,does preſcribe us about Preying to Saints, 8c. 
Now I humbly conceive the Truth in this matter will be beſt 


_ diſcoverd, Firſt by ſecing how far Authority ſays we may go: and 
Secondly, how far we Jo aftually go in this Practice. The Care- 


chiſm, p. 464. ſays, We do not pray to GOD, and to the Saints af 
ter the ſame manner. To God we pray, either to give us the good 
things we want, or to deliver us from evil : But to the Saints we 
pray, (becauſe they are in favour with GOD ) to-undertake our Pa- 
tronage, and to beg of G O D thoſe things we want. Hence we have 
two ways of Praying differing in the manner ; for we properly ſay to 
GOD, Have mercy upon us, hear us ; but tothe Semts, Pray for 
us :. and it adds, That we mu#t take hetd, that what i proper to 
GOD, we give not to any befides him. And the Biſhop of Meau#, 
who by ſome of us is thought to have given the true ſence of our 
Church, in the Advertiſement of hs Expoſition, p. 11. lays, That 
we pray to them with the ſame mind we pray to our Brethren, who 
are upon Earth with us, that is, to pray with us, and for us, t0 our 
Common Maſter, in the Name of our Common Mediator, who u TFeſus 
Chrif?.- And in his Expoſition, Se. 4. he ſays, That rbe Church 
teaches us to pray to the Saints in the ſame Spirit of Charity, and ac- 
cording to the [ame Order of Fraternal Society, which moves us to de- 
man ance of our Brethren living upon Earth. And our Re- 


center, Pp. 4, 5- ſays, That as almo#ft every ſick Man defires the 
: _- 2th be his Mediators, i. e. to beremembred in their Prayers, |, 


og. wn the Bleſſed in Heaven to be bs Mediators, that #, that _ 


would pray ro G O D for him. 
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| "And is not this, : Reverend Fathers, -and the utmoſt, that by 5 


our Church we are allow'd to do ? Shall we now ſee whether, 
neicher many: of our Paſtors and: Guides Teach, nor our People 
and Church iclelf Pradice, 'a great deal more in their Devotions to 
the 'Saints, and-principally to the B. Virgin? And will not ghis 
be beſt known by our Publick Offices, and other allow'd Books of 
Devotion ? _ uT | 2e(3 

I begin then with the Offces of our Church, which I hope will 
be allow'd of- as an Authentick Proof: for if they may not be 
admitted ro prove our-H#oſhip and Prafice, I know not how it 
can; be done, but by being preſent with every individual Man 
-when he is at his Prayers and Devotion, which I humbly con- 
ceive 15 next to impoſfible. - _ bo 

In the Office then, of St. Mar. ad Nives, in the Second Day of 
the Octave of her Nativity, my aforeſaid. Friend Engliſh'd to 
- me this Expreſſion, out of the Leſſon or Prayer to the B. Virgin, 
O, admit our Prayers within the Santtuary of thy Audience. 


And out. of the Ofic. Parv. B. Mariz, this Prayer of our * 


Church to her, We fly unto thy Proteion and Safe-guard, O Holy 
Mather of .G OD, deſpiſe not our Prayers in our Neceſſities, but always 
deliver us from all: dangers, O Glorious and B. Virgin, vg 


Likewiſe out of the Office B. 2M. im Sabbato, &c. and wi | 


which begins Ave- Mars Stella, this Prayer; Hail Star of the 
World, 8c. —Looſe the Bonds of guilty Sinners, enlighten the eyes 
of the Blind, drive away all Sins from us, make us bumble and chaſf, 
' and free fromthe Bonds of our Sins ; give us purity of Life, and grant 
us a ſafe paſſage into the next World. | fo ws 
* And in the aforeſaid Ofice, Parv.'B. M. this Prayer, Froted 
us from the Enemy, and receive us at the hour of Death. | 
Likewiſe. out of the Brew. Rom. he Engliſh'd to me this Leſſon 
or Prayer to the B. Virgin, Accept that we offer, grve that we ach, 
and: pardon that we fear, becauſe thou art the Only hope of Sinners. 


We. hope for the pardon of our Sins by thee, and in thee is the mot 


bleſſed expeation of cur Reward. | 
And in the proper Maſs of her Sewer Sorrows, and the Solemn 
Hymn, which begins, Srabat Mater doloreſa, this other ſtrange 
Prayer; Make our Hearts to burn with the Love of Chriſt ——- 
Defend us in the Day of Fudgment And grant that when our 
Souls depart from our. Bodies, they may go into the Glory of Paradice., 
By my Friend's help, I could have produced feveral other Pray- 
.- Fs, 
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ers and Expreffions to the B. V. and other Saints, in as hi 

ſtrains astheſe, bat I ſuppoſe rhele may ſuffice for my purpoſe. 
Let menow; Reverend Fathers, ſee what ſome of our eminent 

and allow'd:of: #riers and Gzides teach our People: l 
T begin with Cardinal Bonavemture, and who is allo a Cano. 
iz'd Saint: Out of the Office he has 'd, calld Corona 
B.'V, the Grown of the B. Virgin, which: is in hk Sixth 
Tome, 'andthe Edition of - Rowe, 1588, my-Friend Engliſl'd' 
to me this Orizow;;' O. Epopref, and our mot? kind Lady, by the Autho- 
rity of a Mother,” Command thy mo## beloved Son, our Lord Feſms 
Chritt, that be would <ouchſafe to lift up our minds, 8c. And itt 
his 3 5 Pſalm of his Lady's Pſalter, he hath theſe Words ; Inzlive 
the Countenance of -GO D: upon ms, Gompel. hims to have Mercy upon 
The'next-:T'ſhall-produce, is a Little Book, which Þ have by 
me, and which till of late, that my Undir/tanding is a" lictle 
betrer informd, I arm's usd, it is call'd,' The P/alter of the 
B. Virgin ; it was Compos'd firft in-French, by a Father of your 
Society, and after; in the Year 1624, whe” 7 into Engliſh, and 
Pritited with Allowance, the Tranſtator aftures the Ladyeo whom 
_ he Dedicated it, that it was well approv'd of bythe better ſort of 
Catholicks,and was preſented to one of the greateſtQueers in Turope, 
in the FrenchTongue. In the Firf# Petition-there are theſe Exprefli- 
ons, * O'Glorious Virgingrant me Grace,that I mayreccivepardon 
*for my Sins.—T have this only Refuge, co calt myſelf underthe 
A of ' your Wings —Give my Sonl entrance into Para: 
© dice, when it ſhall leave the Body, —Aad. let all chat is 
© due unto me for my Sins, be canceld by your Meri—— 
© Let- the greatne(s of your Adrey, blot our the! multitude of 
© mine- ces, Ky 0 e367 Azvits, what in Juſtice E 
© dare not-demand; Furn not'your Face away from me, for F 
pre my TrwFin you; T wilt humble my:teart before-you >for 
© I know that'the Proud ſhall-noe beentercain'&'near un your 
© Szered Majeſty. In the Second Petition thelt; © As foon! as you 
© extend” your Hand upon the-Sick, they+ are: healed, and the 
"Waves: of this troubleſome: World: are (von appeard'by: your 
_ © Commandment———Receive'my Soul-intoyour Hands; when 
© it ſhaltleave this mortal. Body, and take it into your Proteati 
© on; for it will: be loſt with'fear, 'and will not know'to what 
© fide toturn, to laveicſelf, Dy an the ſhadow ly 


And in the Third Perition, to omit the reſt, there are. theſe 
Words,” © O Blefled Virgin, Mother of Unlimited Power, adord 
© and call'd upon by the Univerſe, give'me ſtrength to reſiſt the 
© Temptations of my inviſible -Enemies, — If. you ſhauld' have 
© forſaken me, to whom ſhould T have then repair'd, chat would 
© have lookt upon me with pity and compaſlion ? - -: | 
My. Friend alſo Engliſh'd co me, the other-day, out of Cardi- 
nal Bona's Horolog. Aſcet. or: Monoſftick Cleck, ſome Expreſſions of | 
the ſame nature. This Cardinal, Iam-tgld, either is now alive, 
or but lately dead, and.is'an approv'd Writer," as: well as of e- 
minent Place and Dignity in our Church.- In this Piece of his, 
he thus addrefles himſelf to the Virgin Mary: And who can | 
doubt, that he would have all others do ſo too ? *© Prote& me, | 
© O ſweeteſt Virgin Mary, under the ſhadow of thy Wings.. | 
© What can I do without thee, O Bleſfled-Virgin, or what | 
© would become of me, if thon ſhouldſt turn away thy Face | 
© from me ? TI had rather undergo the Pains of Hel, than that 
* thy Glory and Dignity ſhopld be the leaſt diminiſh'd for a | 
© moment of time. _ Let all that know thy Name, truſt in thee, 7 
© O Glorious as = becauſe thou doſt not forſake thoſe that -} 
© truſt in thee. Let the Light of 'thy-Countenance appear unto. | 
* me.in my Agony ; and let thy-Comfort (moſt merciful Mo- | 
© ther) make my departing | 6 bee: 1 
| The laſt Book I ſhall make uſe of in this matter,” is one I | 
have already in my Sixteenth Enquiry of the Second Sefiow | 
mention'd, wiz. Contemplation: on the Life and Glory of Holy Ma-' | 
ry, &c. By 7: C. D. D. Licensd by your Society, and Printed | 
in our own "Tongue, in the Year 1685. + oooe "£1, N 
In the Epiſtle Dedicatory, the Author teaches, Thatthe B. Vir- | 
gin « not only Engr Seraphims, &c.————The mot exatt O- 
Tiginal \ Sher Perfeion, which the Ommipotence of GOD ever | 
drew ; but that by innumerable Titles, ſhe claims the Utmoſt Duty , 
of every Chriſtian, as a Paper Homage to ber Greatnef. And in 
the Book, p. 7. he ſays, That whatever Gifts are beſtow'd upon us 
by Feſms, we reccive them by the Mediation of Mary. That 
"£15 one greet Mark of the Predeſt ination of the Ele, to be ſmgalerry 
Devoted to Mary,———— Nor bath any one Petition'd Mary, who 
was refu?d by Jeſus, ox.trafted in Mary, and was abandon'd by Je: 
ſus. d p. 12, 13,14. That we mu#t chuſe ber to be our Adeptroe 
Mather, Patronefs, and Advocate, and inira# her with whatever 
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we. are, . have, de, or: hope, in Life, Death, and through all Eternity. 
"That we are in the ze; 86 of Hojy Mary, and that te ever ſurveys 
the preſent ſtate of our Souls, all our Thoughts and Projes, and every 
trabt of our Conper/ation,. and therefore that we mu? put our ſelves 
wholly under her ProteFion. And p. 22, in the Reſclution, he tea- 
ches us.to reſokve thus: I will obſerve thee as my Soveraign Laay, 
Adoptive Mother, and mot powerful Patronefs, relying on thy Bowels 
of Mercy, in all my Wants, Petitions, and Tribulations of Body and 
Mind. .. And then immediately follows The Praiſe, as he calls it, 
in this manner, Hail Mary, &c, : 


Verſ. Open my Lips, O Mother of Jeſus ; 
Reſp. And my Soul ſhall ſpeak forth thy Praiſe. 
Verſ. Divine Lady, be intent to my aid; 
Reſp. Graciouſly make haſt to help me. 
Verſ. Glory be to Jeſus and Mary. 

' Reſp. As it was, is, and ever ſhall be. 


T could, Reverend Fathers, have been a great deal larger in 
my Quotations, not only from theſe Offices and Books of Devotion, 
I have now mention'd , but alfo from divers others, as Bernar- 


dine de Buſti in Mariali, Cardinal Bonaventure's Works, to wit, 


St. Athanaſims's Creed, the Litany, the Benedicite, the Benediftas, 
and the other Hymns of Holy Scripture, and allo the Te Deum, all 
eurn'd and applyd (as I am told) by this Cardinal, to the mag- 
yg of the Power and Goodneſs of the Virgin Mary; to which 


I could allo have added, a preſent French Author of your Society, 


one Father Crafſet, his Veruable Devotion envers la Sainte Vierge, 
&c. with ſeveral others ; but I fear'd this would not only ſwell 
my Letter, beyond its intended bounds, but prove tedious to my 
Readers : let this then, if you pleaſe, ſuffice. And now, Reve- 
rend Fathers, will you'ſuffer me to review this Query from the 
beginning, and upon'the whole matrer to ask you ſome ferious 
and important Queſtions, which naturally, and neceſlarily offer 
themſelves ? 

And firſt, Whether the good Things we want and the Evil we would 
be deliver'd from,be not the very Matter of our Prayers? Andifchey 
be, Whether it was fairly done of the Authors of the Trene-Cate- 


. ebifm, to call them only the Manner ? ſince even common Sence 
- . tells a Man, that Good and Evil oy the very Matter, the things 
| | 2 6 


of 


—* HS. * 

of our Prayers, and. not the manner of king them. '2: Whe- 
ther the Caveat which they gave, '7o rake bted that what * proper 
' 10 GOD, we give not to any beſides bim, is not enough to con- 
' Yinceany conſidering Man, not only that our PraRtice of Þyvd- 
cating- the Saints is extream full of Danger forthe ignorant Pedple, 
but alſo that they very well knew it too'? And, 3. Since rs 
apparent, that they. were ſenſible, that very eaſily the ipnoranc 
People- might give that fo rhe Saints, which was proper,ts GO D, 
Whether they had not a&ed more like Chrif3au Fathers of the 
Church, and Lovers of Souls, if either they had tot menplainly, 
fo that it had been next to impoſſible to miſtake, what was due | 
70 GOD, and what to the Saints? or. elle abſolutely, to have | 
forbidden Praying at all to Saints, (unleſs they could have made | 
it appear, eicher by the Law of. Nature, or by ſome poſitive Law | 
of GOD, that it is a Dury commanded, which in, my- Thir- 
teenth Quere of the. Second Setzon, I have. ſhew'd they: never 
pretended to) and honeſtly have declard*to Men, That it was | 
both wiſeſt and ſafeſt for them, and molt for the Hopour of GO D, 
to put up their Prayers to him only, through the alone-Merits, 
Mediation, and Interceflion of Jeſus,Chriſt ;our dear and only 
Saviour and Redeemer ? 4. Whether in' your Conſcience you 
do believe, and by ſound Arguments can prove, that the People 
who are naturally prone to Smperftition and I4olatry, had not 
been, I will not ſay only abundantly more, but abſolutely ſafe 
from all danger of falling into thoſe grievous Sins, if only they 
had been ranght, and. enjoin'd,. to offer up their ' Prayers ' and 
Praiſes to GOD alone, through Jeſiis *Chrift ? And” whether 
through the contrary Do&rine and Pratice of Praying to the Vir- 
gin Mary, and other Saints, as well as to GOD and our Saviour, 
you do not believe many thouſands in our Communion, either 
through, grols Ignorance, ſome fond Opinions, or an exceflive ard 
extravagant Devotion, are not hugely guilty of Superftition and 
Tdolatry ? And whether in plain Engl, this is not laying Smares, 

and digging Pits for human Souls ? WITTE? 
5. Whether theſe Paſſages and Expreſfiions which T have cited 
out of our Offces, Breviaries, and other allow'd Books of Devots-. 
on, do not abundantly prove that we Catbolicks do horribly ex- 
ceed the Bounds and Rules which the Catechiſm, the Biſhop of 
Meaux, and our. Repreſenter, ſet us about Praying to Saints, '&c. 
And in good caineht, Reverend Fathers, Is it niot manifeſt rhar 
WG 
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nc & which ate heretisd to her, ſeryeto ſignifiet 
>, aff reverence, ahd-6 offerap the greateſt ; aſt paſts De 
he fires of our Souls to GOD, and our dear Saviouronl changing Lady 
y into Lord, Mother ints-Rrkirgand faub gs # | 45 rar 
"2 | fwtef,bleſed,and gleriom GOD, ined'Sinulyne:?? Naadeiis 4 
re & truth no more than a mamerof” 'Praying'2: -DanveitÞ ateiypan'Earth 
le & thus pray for one another;-opUleſite-lothers \tauprayy fofi them 2? 
wy | And is ic no more thatt”ito fayj.Prayifhr voy \ Ci Mar Wie of 
r- & Man, and without doing«>few vidlencatq:he plain 264d natu- 
ral ſenſe: of Wor ds, is able'to reconcile our Church to herſelf, or : 
'- | this Projerdto:this Born," Prig fem, And,is thaw nee here 3 
), ney t ſaying} Fave wercy npon ts; Ftar 'ui? And i5hot:this : J 
yp g to the- Saints what is [proper to: GiQD ?+-Wihat marvin 
js os over pray'd'avphicominnerito: hid lbjenty inprofent 
Friends, 6r Brethren upon Butt 812 Wide ſick; Mden,) chat was not 
alfy\ abſolutely -DiſFratied'everricims 2defir'd;: culieribib Brim; 
the' Chygiegh#on to pray'for him? Or 'w hoever> yee-pray'd db 
his F99d, of his'/ rh-or to any Congregation apo Earth, 
rhys, *©O- $acied" NajeRt and: Soveraign Lord ;:06; Unkmitd 
Power, Mo wee rand chaOnhhope of iSin- 
*-ners; Adrfiic .me"into-the-Sdudtuary. of your »Autiencas1iÞ fly 
"thts your Proredtion, for-T have OG cat 
*{olf under the ſhadow of 0 Wings ;. :L rely on the'Bowehs 
* of your Mercy in- all ray. Watuks: Pecicions,” and Eribtlacions of 
*.Body and Mind: ;" defpite not my'-Prayers rin wear nr 
**bye<deliver me- fro) a Dangers.” Sun ran n0 
"receive pardon fora ap" res diizeawiy: all: ny 
*'make the bumble and hf, andiyive mer praake 
* my Heart to bitfwich Love"to Chriſt Jet all tha is due 
*-unto -me "for nay” Sins; be eancadbdrby; Eo ue Metitig ler thie 
© Sreatneſs-of yoitr* Mir blosiodr the: 6ok pine Of 
\ fenees'} talri mx 0yF your fate ys Jonawbſtraft ian 
*:yoit, What can 1:d5'\wichout-you'? - Or whdtwand-hecome 
v "oPmeci. you ſhould turn away your ie: tronumaeg | 7; hr 
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**:ſhould have forfaken me; to whom'ſhould I then have cepair'd, 
©-that would hayg1doke upan tne with pity.and compaſſion.?..O, 
< our” moſtokind . Brother, mand, Compel: GOD : to. have 
©. Merey upon m&aSirmer5:;prate#me- from che Energy, receive 
6:1ie artthe:hbar's? Dearlis give.tas; a ſafe pallage Inrouhe nexe 
5 World3: receive mycSoul int your hands, when 'it ſhall leave 
©-chis Mortal -Body:;/ take it into. your Prote&tion, and give. item 
*'trance'imo'Paradife ind defend me: in the.Day of Judgment... 
RA DOA yInouitor} aopb 10, aos OO JO-L0 296% 
1,00 VG Opry Dips, . Ordear Friend; £1 | 
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: 1-4 [Divine Friend; &-c." - intent to my Aid 5 
©.-'© Ro! Gracdonfly make haſt to'beip me. 

*' #/V..Glory veto Jeſus - ay rune Oc: 
137471 BR, As it waz," 't; antever ſpall be. >; F189 
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52 Now' Reverend: Fathers, deal plainly: with me, Does not this 
ſort:of Prayer, thus offer'd to a Creature,'make even Yow.trem- 
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his Bretbro%,” or any Congregation! upon [Earth ? Or is ſych a 
Prayer:fir/to be-made- to any of them? Nay, I ask, Is ſuchia 
Prayerfit to be made to any Saint: or, Angel; or to the'B: Virgin 
herſtif? Nay farther, Ovght: we, & is; K-,poflible, for, us to 
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Pray! to'\the Sams as unto.G O:N5:A0 ask thoſe things of them, 
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one Friend deſires another upon-Earth. And with whar Juſtice 
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